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128 ILLUSTRATIONS. 

both to the eyes and ears of the auditory ; but without the 
aid of diagrams and explanations, beyond the limit of 
this report of the proceedings of the evening, justice 
could not be rendered to the truthfulness of the experi- 
ments, the several Tesulls of which are recorded in a 
tabular form. The whole went to prove most satisfac- 
torily, that whether machinery be large or small, the 
want of strict equilibrium in the parts subject to rapid 
circulation is a source of paramount mischief, and that in 
railway travelling the want of true equipoise elicits many 
of the inconveniences felt in this important method of 
locomotion.* 



No. XVII. 

ON THE PATENT CANNABIC COMPOSITION. 

By B. Albano, C.E. 
Feb. 7, 1844. 

W. TOOKE, ESQ. T.B.8. BON. V.F. IK THE CHAIB. 

The author of this communication having been ap- 
plied to by the inventor, a native of Rome, to assist him 
in the mechanical part of the manufacture of this new com- 
position, was 80 struck with the beauty of the invention 
that he became interested therein by taking out the En- 
glish patent for the same. 

Its chief ingredient is hemp, which, in connexion 
with sevaral other materials, undergoes a chemical pro- 

* The original paper and tables may be inspected in the Society's 
Library by those who desire to learn the exact nature of the models 
and of the experiments made therewith! 
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cess before its conversion, by means of machinery, into 
sheets of from six to seven feet in length, and of about 
forty inches in width. It may be moulded into any 
required shape, and is peculiarly adapted for mouldings, 
cornices, &c. 

This material is only about one-sixth of the weight of 
the composition ordinarily used, and less than half the 
weight of papier machee. The composition ordinarily 
used requires a long time before it is ready to receive 
paint and gilding, and, if hurried by. artificial heat, will 
crack to a very considerable extent. The least blow will 
cause fractures in it, whereas the new material is exceed- 
ingly tough, and may be thrown on the ground without 
receiving injury. 



No. XVIII. 

MARTIN'S CHIROGYMNAST. 

February 14, 1844. 

GEOBGE MOORE, ESQ. P.B.S. V.r. IN THE CIIAIH. 

Mk. Martin explained the chirogymnast, or finger- 
exerciser, the object of which is to facilitate the action of 
the fingers, by exercising them in modes corresponding 
with those required in the art of music, so as to give 
them more independence and equality of movement, and 
to obtain, at the same time, by a series of exercises, that 
which may be called a " distinct individuality " for each 
finger, together with increased agility, extension, and 
force. 

The chirogymnast is applicable to nine dififerent gym- 
nastic exercises, which are intended to prepare the hand 



